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SUBJECT:  Withdrawal of MSHA Approval Numbers 8C-67-0 and 8C-67-1 for 

Mine Safety Appliances (MSA) Five Star Alarms 
 
 
Who needs this information? 
Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) enforcement personnel, coal 
and metal and nonmetal mine operators, miners' representatives, and repair 
shop facilities need this information. 
 
Why is MSHA issuing this bulletin? 
This bulletin informs the industry of the withdrawal of MSHA Approval 
Numbers 8C-67-0 and 8C-67-1 for the MSA Five Star Alarms. Five Star Alarms 
labeled with MSHA Approval 8C-67-2 remain approved and are not affected by 
the withdrawal action. 
 
What is the background for this withdrawal action? 
MSHA has discovered non-approved circuit boards in MSA produced Five Star 
Alarms with MSHA Approvals 8C-67-0 and 8C-67-1.  The units were found to 
provide inaccurate readings after being dropped.  These issues were the subject 
of previous Program Information Bulletins P03-06 and P03-07. 
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MSA has chosen not to continue to pursue the approval modifications and 
instrument retrofits necessary to restore Five Star Alarms with MSHA Approvals 
8C-67-0 and 8C-67-1 to permissible condition. MSA has requested that MSHA 
withdraw these approvals. 
 
What is the effect of withdrawal of the MSHA Approvals? 
MSA Five Star Alarms labeled with MSHA Approval Numbers 8C-67-0 and  
8C-67-1 are no longer approved. The instruments cannot be used wherever 
permissible equipment or an approved gas detection instrument is required.  
This includes those applications required under Title 30 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Section 57.22227 (Approved testing devices (I-A, I-B, I-C, II-A, 
II-B, III, IV, V-A, and V-B mines)), 30 CFR Section 75.320 (Air quality detectors 
and measurement devices), and 30 CFR Section 77.201-1, (Tests for Methane; 
qualified person; use of approved device).   
 
What should owners of instruments with withdrawn approvals do? 
MSA will be distributing users’ notices detailing procedures for return and 
replacement of the instruments labeled with MSHA Approval Numbers 8C-67-0 
and 8C-67-1. If you do not receive a notice, contact MSA at the number 
referenced below. 
 
The user notices will contain additional information concerning equipment, 
which was approved at one time, for use with the Five Star Alarms: 
 

1. Only battery packs having a date code of G03 or later must be used with 
Five Star Alarms labeled with MSHA Approval Number 8C-67-2.  MSHA 
no longer approves the use of battery packs having a date code earlier 
than GO3. 

2. Sampling pumps can no longer be used with the Five Star Alarms labeled 
with MSHA Approval Number 8C-67-2.  MSHA no longer approves the 
use of the sampling pump with the device. 

 
Who can I contact at MSA? 
MSA has established the following special contact number for information 
concerning the Five Star instrument: 1-866-MSA-0005. 
 
Who are the contact persons for this bulletin? 
Technical Support, Approval and Certification Center 
Bill Beasley, (304) 547-2050 
E-mail: beasley.william@DOL.GOV 
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Coal Mine Safety and Health, Health Division 
Melinda Pon,  (202) 693-9516 
E-mail: pon.melinda@DOL.GOV  
 
Metal and Nonmetal Safety and Health, Health Division 
Carol Jones,  (202) 693-9636 
E-mail: jones.carol@DOL.GOV 
 
Is this information bulletin on the Internet? 
This Program Information Bulletin may be viewed on the World Wide Web by 
accessing the MSHA Home Page (http://www.msha.gov) and then choosing 
Rules&Regs/Compliance Assistance Information/Program Information 
Bulletins. 
 
What is the authority for this Bulletin? 
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 30, Part 22 
 
Who will receive this bulletin? 
Program Policy Manual Holders 
Miners' Representatives 
Underground Mine Operators 
Repair Shop Facilities 
Special Interest Groups 
 


